
  

 

 
  
 

Acton-Boxborough  
Joint/Regional/Acton Public School 

Committee Meetings 
 

March 4, 2010 
  

7:00 pm  
at the 

R.J. Grey Junior High Library 

  



ACTON-BOXBOROUGH REGIONAL SCHOOL COMMITTEE MEETING 
 

Library                  March 4, 2010 
R.J. Grey Junior High School       7:00 pm Joint Executive Session 
                7:30 pm Joint Open Meeting 
                  Followed by AB Regional Meeting 
                       Followed by APS Meeting 
 

AGENDA 
 

I. APS/AB JOINT MEETING – EXECUTIVE SESSION (7:00) 
 

APS/AB JOINT OPEN MEETING begins 
 
II. CALL TO ORDER 
 
III. CHAIRPERSON’S INTRODUCTION 
 
IV. STATEMENT OF WARRANT AND APPROVAL OF JOINT, AB, and APS 

MINUTES OF 2/4/10 and 2/25/10 (addendum) 
 
V. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 
VI. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

1.   Director of Finance Search Committee Update – Marie Altieri 
2.   FY’10 Budget Update – Steve Mills 
3.   Health Insurance Trust Report – John Petersen 
4.   FY’11 Budget Update – Steve Mills 

 
APS is suspended – AB OPEN MEETING begins 

 
 

5.   Recommendation to Approve Revised FY’11 ABRSD Budget and Assessments – 
VOTE – Steve Mills (distributed at meeting) 

 6.   Corporate Sponsorship Update 
 
 
VII. NEW BUSINESS 

1.   Recommendation re: ABRSD Participation in School Choice, 2010-2011 – VOTE – 
Steve Mills 

Motion:  To participate in the state’s School Choice program for 2010-11 by 
only accepting siblings of existing Acton-Boxborough Regional High 
School Choice students, and current 6th grade Choice students from the 
Blanchard School in Boxborough who will be entering R.J. Grey Junior 
High School in grade 7. 

 



2.  Recommendation to Approve ABRHS International Trip to China, June 26 – July 14, 
2010 –   VOTE – Steve Mills 

3.   Freshman Orientation Proposal Discussion – Steve Mills 
 
VIII. FOR YOUR INFORMATION 

1. ABRHS Information 
a. Discipline Report 

2. RJGJHS Information 
a. Discipline Report 
b. R.J. Grey Project Wellness – March 10 at Merrimack College 

 3. FY’10 Monthly ABRSD Financial Reports (addendum) 
  a.    Object Summary 
  b.    SPED Financial  
 4.   ABRSD ELL Student Population – March 1, 2010  
 5. Spring Athletic Coaches (addendum) 
 6. Boston Globe Scholastic Art Awards/Youth Art Month in Worcester 

 7. Invitation to Staff 20-Year Chair Ceremony – March 24, 5 pm, Maynard 
Country Club 

 8. 10th Annual Robert Creeley Award –March 16, 7:30 pm, ABRHS Auditorium 
 9.   Parent Emails re: budget cuts and funding 
 10.  PowerSchool Cost-saving Initiatives – Margaret Murray 
 11.  Article from Boston Globe West, 2/28/10 : More Towns Seeking Sponsors, Ads 

to Balance Books 
 
AB MEETING is adjourned – APS MEETING continues 
 

 
IX. APS UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

1. Acton Finance Committee Update 
2. Recommendation to Approve FY’11 Acton Public School Budget – VOTE– Steve 

Mills (distributed at meeting) 
3.   Superintendent’s Update 

 
X. EXECUTIVE SESSION (if needed) 
 
XI. NEXT MEETINGS: 
 

March 18 – 7:30 pm, APS SC meeting at Douglas School 
March 25 – 7:30 pm, AB SC meeting, followed by APS meeting, Jr High 

Library (serves as April meetings) 
April 1 – Acton Pre-Town Meeting Meeting, 7 pm, Acton Town Hall 
April 5 – Acton Town Meeting begins 
May 10 – Boxborough Town Meeting begins 



FY08 FY09 FY10 FY11 FY12

# of Students * 70
  Grade 12 27 21 11 7
  Grade 11 22 11 7 6
  Grade 10 11 7 6 2
  Grade 9       ** Sibling Projections of present Choice  6 6 2 5
Total ABRHS Choice 66 45 26 20
Boxborough Choice Grade 8 0 2 6
Boxborough Choice Grade 7 2 6 5
Total Choice 7-12 47 34 31

(*) Per DOE Rept
(**) Sibling Choice Projection Report
(****) Choice:Boxborough

Beginning Balance 205,578$          363,802$          340,733$           219,514$         11,019$            
  Budget  (^) (243,960)$         (272,649)$          (389,925)$          (397,405)$         (419,335)$         
  Budget Additional 2.0 FTE Teachers (95,600)$            -$                  -
  Income from Choice 402,183$           345,180$           268,706$           188,910$          166,555             
Proj Balance 6/30 363,801$          340,733$          219,514$           11,019$           (241,761)$        

Acton-Boxborough Regional School District
School Choice Projections

FY08-FY12

SchChProj09-10 sls 3/2/2010 9:14 AM



  

  

 
          

 
 
 
 

 
March 5, 2010 
 
 
 
Mitchell D. Chester, Commissioner 
Massachusetts Department of Elementary & Secondary Education 
75 Pleasant Street 
Malden, MA 02148 
 
 
Dear Commissioner Chester: 
 
The Acton-Boxborough Regional School District School Committee voted 
at its March 4, 2010 meeting to participate in the state’s School Choice 
program for 2010-11 by only accepting siblings of existing Acton-
Boxborough Regional High School Choice students, and current 6th grade 
Choice students from the Blanchard School in Boxborough who will be 
entering R.J. Grey Junior High School in grade 7. 
 
The Committee will review the decision (for the 2011-2012 school year) in 
March 2011. 
 
Of course we understand that all Choice students currently in our schools 
will remain with us until they graduate, or decide to leave. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Stephen Mills, Ed.D. 
 
 





 
 
 

 
To:  ABRHS School Committee 

ntation proposal 
From: Alixe Callen 
Re:  Freshman Orie
ate:  March 1, 2010 D

 
Attached, please find a proposal from our Transition to High School committee, 
hich was formed this year in response to feedback we have received that the w

transition to high school can be overwhelming to incoming ninth grade students. 
 
This committee, led by Ryan Steege (history teacher) and Todd Chicko (counselor), 
as proposed that we alter our start‐of‐the‐year schedule to provide more support h
for these incoming students. Please see the attached proposal for details.  
 
I support this proposal wholeheartedly as it is in the best interest of students.  



Freshman Orientation Day 
 
Proposal: 
 As we have looked more closely at the school during the NEASC process we believe there is an 
opportunity to enhance our Freshman Orientation and make it a more powerful and positive experience 
for our incoming freshman. In the past orientation has been held before the school year starts and is a 
day where the counselors have a large number of students to attend to. We would like to propose a 
Freshman Orientation Day on the first scheduled day of school (Tuesday, August 31st) just for the 
freshmen. The students present for this day would be the freshman along with approximately 150-200 
junior and senior volunteers. The teachers would also be here providing a number of different services 
for the students. The teachers would either be with students in the classroom if they teach freshman or 
helping with a variety of tasks throughout the day. We believe that helping the freshman adjust to the 
complexities of the school is something we all have an interest in and therefore this gives us an 
opportunity to help them in a more comprehensive way. We believe that this will provide freshman to 
AB a much more positive experience as they become a part of this very large school community. We 
also believe it provides a number of positives for the school in general and for the juniors and seniors.  

 
Educational Objectives: 

1. Assist students in transition to larger more complex school. 
2. Promote enthusiasm and camaraderie among classmates and for ABRHS. 
3. Assist students in their understanding of school procedures. 
4. Promote school spirit. 
5. Ease stress of first day through mentoring. 
6. Assist incoming freshman with moving around the building. 
7. Promote leadership of upperclassman. 
8. Promote interconnectedness of classes. 
9. Promote strong relationship between students, teachers, and administration. 
10. Connect with NEASC mission statement and further the social emotional 

development of our students. 
 

Schedule for the Day 
  7:15 – 7:30  Volunteer Check In 
  7:30 – 7:55  Freshman Class Meeting 
  7:55 – 8:15 Move to Homerooms/ Check Lockers…Teachers/ Ambassadors/ 

Senior Volunteers out to help 
  8:15 – 8:35  Homeroom  
  8:40 – 9:00  Period 1 
  9:05 – 9:25  Period 2 
  9:30 – 9:50  Period 3 
  9:55 – 10:15  Period 4  
10:20 – 11:05  LUNCH  
11:10 – 11:20  Period 5  
11:25 – 11:45  Period 6  
11:50 – 12:10  Period 7   
12:15 – 12:35  Period 8 
12:40 – 12:55 Homeroom 
1:00  – 2:00  Outdoor Leadership Activities 
2:00 – 2:18  Wrap-up/Dismissal/Departure 



To: Stephen Mills 
From: Larry Dorey 
Re: Discipline Report for February, 2010 
Date: 2/28/2010  
 
 
 
There were 26 discipline referrals to the administration during the month of February. 
This total is down from 28 last year. 3 students were suspended this month, while 6 
students were suspended during February, 2009. 
 
 

Suspensions 
 
Referral 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010
Abusive/Obscene Language 1
Alcohol Use 2
C.H. Drugs 1
Disrespectful 1
Disruptive/Uncooperative Behavior 2
Drug Use 2
Harassment 1
Insubordination 2
Leaving School Grounds 4
Non Compliance with School Rules 2
Physical Aggression 1 2
Stealing 4 2
Truancy Issues 2 3
Total 11 2 10 6 3  
 
 
 
 
 
A list of all infractions for the month of February appears on the backside of this page. 
 
 
 
c: Alixe Callen 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
Other Infractions 

 
 

Infraction 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010
Abusive/Obscene Language 1 1
Academic Integrity 3
Alcohol Use 2
Bus Discipline Issue 1
C.H. Alcohol 1 5
C.H. Drugs 2 1
Computer Use 1
Disrespectful 5 1 2 4 1
Disruptive/Uncooperative Behavior 6 6 1 7 7
Drug Offense 1
Drug Use 2
Forgery 1
Harassment 5
Leaving School Grounds 4 8 17 2 2
Non Compliance w/school rules 3 1 2
Other 1 2 4
Out of school issue 3
Physical Aggression 2
Stealing 4 3
Tardy to Class 1 1
Threatening 1
Truancy 2 1 5
Total 33 22 27 28 26  



R.J. Grey Junior High School 
 
 
 
To: Steve Mills 
From: Allison Warren and Andrew Shen 
Re: Discipline Report for February 2010 
Date: March 1, 2010 
 
There were 28 discipline referrals/concerns (including requests from teachers for assistance) 
reported to the Administration during the month of February.  There were 9 suspensions this past 
month, compared to 3 last year during the same period. 
 
 
 

 
Feb-
06

Feb-
07

Feb-
08

Feb-
09

Feb- 
10

Total Discipline Referrals Reported 36 56 49 42 28 
 
 
 

 
Feb-
06

Feb-
07

Feb-
08

Feb-
09

Feb-
10

Total Suspensions 7 1 2 3 9 
Alcohol Use      
Defacing property/vandalism      
Drug-related incident      
Fighting 1    1 
Harassment (non-sexual)    2 4 
Inappropriate/disruptive/disrespectf
ul behavior     1 
Physical aggression 5 1 1   
Sexual harassment   1   
Stealing      
Threatening 1 1  1 3 

 
 
 
 

 
Feb-
06

Feb-
07

Feb-
08

Feb-
09

Feb-
10

Total Other Infractions 29 55 47 39 19 

abusive language/profanity 1  1   

alcohol use/possession      

bus discipline 1   1  

Academic Integrity 1     



class/school truancies  4 3 3 4 

computer violation 3   1  
disruptive behavior (classroom, 
cafeteria, hallway) 14 38 23 17 

9 

harassment (non-
sexual)/bullying/teasing 1 2      6 1 

1 

non-compliance with school rules 6 6 1 1 1 

out of school issue    4  

physical aggression 1  5 1 1 

sexual harassment  1 2 1 1 

stealing      

threatening 1 1 2   
uncooperative/disrespectful 
behavior   3 4 4 

2 

 
The referrals/concerns generally were quickly resolved and no further intervention was required. 



3/2/10  

 
ELL STUDENT POPULATION 

Acton-Boxborough Regional School District 
March 1, 2010 

 
Category Final Total as of 

2/1/2010 
Additions Subtractions Current Total as 

of 3/1/2010 
RJG JHS 
 

10 0 0 10 

ABRHS 
 
 

11 0 0 11 

ABRSD TOTALS 21 0 0 21 
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